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MESSAGE FROM
THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
The Fiscal Year 2019-2020 has been nothing short of successes
and also uncertainty for CASA of Somerset, Hunterdon &
Warren Counties (SHaW). Last year, we hit a milestone by
serving every eligible child in out-of-home placement. However,
the COVID-19 pandemic has left an uncertain future especially
from a fiscal standpoint for our CASA program.
However, I am very happy to report that the FY 2019-2020 was a
great and proactive year for CASA SHaW. Our volunteers, staff,
and Board of Trustee members produced positive results to
further our child advocacy mission. I hope that as you read
through this report, and see the magnitude of the work being
done, you will be as moved as I am by the dedication of those in
our tribe who seek to Give Every Child a Chance (#GECC) and to
be the voice for vulnerable children in our community. I want to
thank you, too, for your ongoing support for the work we do.
Together, we make a difference. I, like you, am dedicated to
changing a child's story.
- Tracey Heisler, Executive Director
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CASA SHAW
MISSION
CASA SHaW’s mission is to provide well-trained, trauma
informed volunteers to serve as advocates in court for children
living in foster care. Our goal is to ensure that every child
served has a safe, permanent home and the opportunity to
thrive, not just survive. We are committed to educating the
community about child abuse and neglect and the needs of
foster children while also advocating for the children’s best
interests.
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WHY CASAS
MATTER
WHY THEY SERVE:
I am a CASA advocate because I am hoping to make a difference in this difficult world of
ours. I hope to be the voice of a child who can't speak up for themselves and to help
and to protect them. -Jan
I am a CASA because all children deserve to have someone in their corner. –Nancy
I am a CASA because I help children and have an impact on their families. -Olan
I am a CASA because children are our most precious resource and helping ensure that
they are safe, cared for and cared about is truly a goal to be embraced. -Nan
I am a CASA because I want to make a difference and because I want to be the voice for
the child whose voice has been silenced. –Sue
I am a CASA because as a foster grandmother, I see how traumatized kids need an
advocate because they are all just trying to make it the best they can, despite what has
happened to them. –Nancy
I am a CASA because I have a passion for children. My heart ached when I would read
abuse/neglect stories in the newspaper. I googled volunteer work with kids and found
CASA. The bottom line is that children don't ask to be born. They can't help the
circumstances they are born to. As a wealthy society, we have a responsibility to help
children. We need to give all children the chance to reach their potential. –Diane
I am a CASA volunteer because I am compelled to help those who can't help
themselves. I am fortunate to have many opportunities and supports offered to me by
my family and friends, but know there are many in our world who do not have such
benefits. -Ann
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OUR LATEST
NUMBERS
CASA SHAW COURT ADVOCACY
TOTAL NUMBER OF
CHILDREN SERVED

CASA VOLUNTEERS
ASSIGNED

106

194
CASES CLOSED

TOTAL NUMBER OF
CASA SHAW
VOLUNTEERS

95

124
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OUR LATEST
NUMBERS
CASA VOLUNTEER DATA
TOTAL CASA
RECOMMENDATIONS

1,766

ACCEPTED

1,704

REJECTED

62

96% OF RECOMMENDATIONS ACCEPTED BY THE COURT

CHILDREN TUTORED
TOTAL HOURS OF
TUTORING

430
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TOTAL COST OF
TUTORING

$6,453
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SERVICES FOR
CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES
Throughout FY 2019-2020 CASA SHaW filled children and family
requests for items through the Connie Fund. CASA SHaW
provided food, diapers, wipes, toys, and technology during the
pandemic. This totaled $7,505.
Child visits were completed regularly. CASA SHaW volunteers
and staff maintained contact with schools, parents, therapists,
doctors, and other community-based stakeholders.
Whether you are a supporter, a stakeholder, a donor, an
advocate, a board member, or a staff member, we all have a
role to play in advocating for children in the foster care system.
Thank you for all that you do to help us move CASA SHaW's
mission forward as we seek to serve every child who needs an
advocate. In the words of Mary Mead, “Never doubt that a
small group of thoughtful, committed, citizens can change the
world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” That who we
are, and that's what we do.

CASA SHaW Annual Report for FY 2019-2020

5

